
Town of Cedar Lake 2020 Year in Review 

 

       
2020 accomplishments.  The Town Board continued to focus on essential objectives to: (1) control township spending; (2) sustain 
effective communication between the town board and constituents; and (3) ensure public safety, road maintenance, and quality of 
life activities remained top priorities. 
 
Controlled township spending.  The Town of Cedar Lake’s local tax levy will remain at its current level going forward into 2021.  The 
board has implemented effective spending strategies to avoid tax increases, while ensuring infrastructure improvements occur in 
accordance with our Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).   
 
Sustained effective communication between the Town Board and Constituents.  Google Analytics shows an average of 670 users 
per month on our Town’s www.townofcedarlake.org website.   
 
No Town Board meetings were canceled or delayed in 2020 due to COVID-19.  The Town Board immediately established a Zoom on-
line video conferencing account and accomplished town business without interruption.  
 
Ensured public safety, road maintenance, and quality of life activities remained top priorities.   The Town of Cedar Lake receives 
fire and partial ambulance services from the Birchwood Four Corners Emergency Services District (BFCESD). The BFCESD Board of 
Commissioners has operated without bylaws since its inception in 2008.  In order to force accountability through the adoption of 
bylaws, the Town of Cedar Lake board voted to suspend disbursement of our share of the 2020 annual operating funds until bylaws 
were adopted.  This suspension did not adversely affect operations due to the excessive amount of funds currently on hand.  Although 
a draft version has been created, bylaws have still not been adopted as of the time of this writing.  
 
Striping (double-yellow center lines and white fog lines) on emergency routes on the east side of Red Cedar Lake was completed to 
improve safety along these limited visibility roads.   
 
All remaining double-sided fire number signs were purchased at a cost of $7,270.  Replacement continues to occur within time and 
weather constraints.   
 
After 5 seasons of open ATV/UTV routes within our township, only two citations have been issued.  Both citations were the result of 
negligent adult supervision.  The vast majority of our Town’s ATV/UTV owners, and their guests, are responsible operators. 
 
Road maintenance occurred per our CIP during the 2020 construction season.  A $55,000 bridge deck repair contract was completed 
per WisDOT requirements, ensuring that our Town’s bridges remain structurally sound with maximum lifecycle expectancy.  
 
In addition to regular scheduled road surface maintenance, 10 culverts were replaced along Methil Drive at a cost of $46,000.   This 
work was done to support planned reconstruction in 2021.   
 
Private property sales and related construction in our Township saw a significant increase in activity.  Ninety-three Loch Lomond lots 
were sold in 2020.  This activity generated a significant increase in Town of Cedar Lake issued driveway permits and culvert sales. 
 
Quality of Life.  The Town board is working with high speed internet access providers to improve connectivity within our township and 
provide options that property owners may purchase.  
 
2021 Objectives.  In 2019 the Town Board approved a resolution to provide 2020 funding not to exceed $264,000 towards the 
construction of a BFCESD emergency services building.  Construction did not begin in 2020 due to significant donation shortfalls.  The 
board has planned for this expenditure to potentially occur in 2021. 
 
Per our CIP, contract bids will be solicited in early 2021 for the four mile reconstruction of Methil Drive.  This work will likely be 
phased over a two year period depending on related costs.  
 
The Town Board hopes that you find this newsletter informative and we welcome your comments.   
 
Ken Leners  
Chairman, Town of Cedar Lake  
Voice/text:  612.710.3030 
Email:  chairman@cedarlakets.com 

http://www.townofcedarlake.org/
mailto:chairman@cedarlakets.com

