
Town of Cedar Lake 2021 Year in Review 

 

 

 

At the time of this writing, the town board had just finished preparing the proposed fiscal year (FY) 2022 budget for 

presentation to the electors and adoption during a special town meeting in November.    Also, a proposed campsite 

ordinance is pending action.  Please access our town’s website at www.townofcedarlake.org for updated information. 

       

2021 accomplishments.  The Town Board continued to focus on essential objectives to: (1) control township spending; (2) 
sustain effective communication between the town board and constituents; and (3) ensure public safety, road 
maintenance, and quality of life activities remain top priorities. 
 
Controlled township spending.  The Town of Cedar Lake’s local tax levy will be reduced slightly going forward into FY 
2022.   This will be the 5th consecutive year in which the levy was reduced or held at current levels.  As a reminder, the 
local tax levy is one of four taxing jurisdictions (town, county, school district, community college) and the only taxing 
jurisdiction that the town controls. 
 
The board continued to implement effective spending strategies to avoid tax increases, while ensuring infrastructure 
improvements occurred in accordance with our Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).   
 
Sustained effective communication between the Town Board and Constituents.  Due to the highly contentious issue of 
over 300 parcels within our township being used as unlicensed campsites, over 150 individuals attended our August 
monthly board meeting in person or via Zoom.  Although remote access to board meetings is not required, the Zoom 
option was maintained to keep our constituents informed.    
 
Ensured public safety, road maintenance, and quality of life activities remained top priorities.   Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) and Automated External Defibrillator (AED) training was conducted and a new AED device was 
purchased and installed in the Town Hall.  Twelve individuals (election workers and board members) are now certified.   
 
Phase I reconstruction of two miles of Methil Drive and Lemler Lane were paved per our CIP.  Phase II reconstruction of 
the remaining two miles is planned for FY 2022. 
 
Quality of Life.  The Town board approved documentation related to improved connectivity within our township.  
Multiple broadband and fiber optic companies completed infrastructure improvements throughout our township.   
 
2022 Objectives.  CIP objectives will continue in FY 22.  Additional road maintenance and reconstruction, equipment life-
cycle management, and real property maintenance activities will take place.  
 
Enhanced communication with Barron County Land Services will continue in order to improve the enforcement of land 
use ordinances.   
 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds in the amount of $98,752 will be obligated in accordance with established 
guidelines. 
 
The Town Board hopes that you find this newsletter informative and we welcome your comments.   
 

Kenneth J. Leners 
Chairman, Town of Cedar Lake  
Voice/text:  612.710.3030 
Email:  chairman@cedarlakets.com 
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